Infertility as a consequence of bilateral herniorrhaphies.
The involvement of internal genitalia in inguinal hernias occurring in female infants and children has been reported. We present here an interesting infertility problem as a consequence of accidental "tubal ligation* secondary to bilateral inguinal herniorrhaphies during childhood. Several postulated etiologic factors in the development of such hernias are presented, and the potential occurrence of similar problems in other individuals is emphasized. We urge very meticulous technique when such hernias are repaired, and we reiterate the importance of a thorough medical history during infertility investigation. The potential frequency of this uncommon but devastating problem presenting in an infertility investigation may be underestimated. Additionally, it is conceivable that, with the increasing survival rates of prematurely born infants who are at increased risk for such hernias, this problem may become more frequent.